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What is Connections 2030?

»

 
Wisconsin’s long-range statewide multimodal plan 

»

 
Defines the state’s transportation vision through 2030

»

 
Sets policy direction in seven theme areas

»

 
Links policy to implementation



What is Connections 2030?

»
 

Plan vision is to create: 

…an integrated
 

multimodal
 

transportation system 
that maximizes the safe and efficient

 
movement 

of people and products throughout the state, 
enhancing economic productivity

 
and the 

quality of Wisconsin’s communities
 

while 
minimizing impacts

 
to the natural environment



Plan development process

Phase 1:          
Early planning

Phase 2:    
Pre-draft plan

Phase 3: 
Draft plan

Phase 4: 
Final plan



Plan components

»
 

Plan arranged into 4 sections:
Section 1: Introduction; profile of Wisconsin’s 
transportation system; trends and challenges; public 
involvement
Section 2: Themes and policies
Section 3: Finance and implementation
Section 4: System-plan environmental evaluation and 
environmental justice analysis



Plan components -
 

themes 

»
 

Plan policies organized around seven themes:
Preserve and Maintain Wisconsin's Transportation 
System
Promote Transportation Safety
Foster Wisconsin's Economic Growth
Provide Mobility and Transportation Choice
Promote Transportation Efficiencies
Preserve Wisconsin's Quality of Life
Promote Transportation Security



Plan components -
 

policies

»
 

37 policies organized under the seven themes 
»

 
Guide planning, investment decisions and actions 
through 2030

»
 

Respond to critical concerns
»

 
Focus on system-level issues

»
 

Support the plan’s vision
»

 
Identify actions to implement the policy 

»
 

Implemented individually or in combination



Plan components -
 

themes

Preserve and Maintain Wisconsin’s Transportation 
System
»Enhance highway safety, mobility and traffic flow
»Support state’s quality intercity road network
»Support increased investment in 
rail, airports and harbors
»Preserve abandoned rail corridors                               for 
future transportation use



Plan components -
 

themes

Promote Transportation Safety
»

 
Promote safety as “everybody’s business”

»

 
Continue using education, enforcement and engineering to 
reduce injury, fatality and crash rates

»

 
Improve work zone management and safety

»

 
Improve railroad crossing safety and                            
upgrade tracks



Foster Wisconsin’s Economic Growth
»

 
Improve passenger and freight transportation options

»

 
Continue transportation funding assistance programs

»

 
Establish WisDOT’s role in freight transportation

Plan components -
 

themes



Provide Mobility and Transportation Choice
»

 
Support transit, including fixed                     
guideway systems

»

 
Improve intercity bus, intercity                             
passenger rail links

»

 
Support bike/pedestrian facilities                        
and plans

»

 
Advocate for improved air service 

»

 
Support alternatives to driving alone
(e.g., carpooling, transit)

»

 
Improve intermodal connections

Plan components -
 

themes



Plan components -
 

themes

Promote Transportation Efficiencies
»

 
Use technology to support and enhance the efficiency and 
safety of all transportation modes

»

 
Manage highway access

»

 
Optimize existing highway capacity using technology, 
other tools



Preserve Wisconsin’s Quality of Life
»

 
Integrate transportation and 
environmental issues

»

 
Emphasize air quality, preserving 
protected resources

»

 
Implement community sensitive design 

»

 
Continue to incorporate environmental 
justice in plans, programs, projects

»

 
Enhance positive land use and 
transportation relationship

Plan components -
 

themes



Plan components -
 

themes

Promote Transportation Security
»

 
Reduce transportation system                                  
vulnerability

»

 
Improve incident response time

»

 
Maintain and build partnerships;                                
improve coordination and                                    
communication



Funding Wisconsin’s transportation system

»
 

Needs continue to exceed available funding
»

 
Three key funding challenges

Eroding revenue base
Increasing costs
Multimodal project funding

»
 

National Surface Transportation                      
Policy and Revenue Study                           
Commission recommendations                          
tailored to Wisconsin 



Plan implementation 

»
 

Phased approach:
Short-term - focus on key priorities and initiatives
Long-term - address unfunded needs
Planning period - seek funding to fully implement the 
plan

»
 

Emphasizes coordination and cooperation
»

 
Corridor management:

Promotes a multimodal approach to address needs
Promotes long-term view of corridor planning
Collaborative process
Links state policy to regional implementation



Statewide system-level transportation priority 
corridors

»

 
Link populations and 
economic centers

»

 
Serve high traffic 
corridors

»

 
Serve multimodal 
functions

»

 
Connect to other states 

»

 
Conceptual

 
depiction of 

plan implementation 
»

 
Provide basis for further 
detailed planning



Next steps

»
 

Conduct public meetings and collect comments

-
 

Amend the draft plan as needed

»
 

Hold public hearings on revised draft plan

-
 

Amend the plan as needed

»
 

Adopt the plan

»
 

Transition into plan implementation activities



We need your input…

»
 

What do you like about what you see?

»
 

What don’t you like about what you see?

»
 

What are we missing?



How to stay involved 

Visit the Connections 2030 Web site:
www.wiconnections2030.gov

for additional information and to sign up for the mailing list

Additional Contact Information:

Mailing Address:

Connections 2030 
WisDOT Bureau of Planning 
P.O. Box 7913, Room 901 
Madison, WI 53707-7913 

Phone: (608)266-8108
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